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Reference

on “Natural Science Education in Contemporary School”,

a book authored by Dr. Vincentas Lamanauskas (Šiauliai University Press, 2003).

Natural sciences, or just sciences, as often referred to in a number of editions and meant within general context, are of great importance for each country, for they are the basis for advancing high technologies, environment-friendly economy, and sustainable growth. No wonder that though social sciences and humanities are important, too, – every young independent country strives at developing own natural science and effective teaching it at schools first of all.

On the other hand, over the last decades technological progress endangered our environment and nature. It causes a great paradox of our time: while natural science education becomes a paramount, the school students all over the world dislike them. Is it natural sciences that the nature is so jeopardized? This capital book by Dr. Vincentas Lamanauskas specifically deals with this issue of natural science growing unpopular as well as with multifarious aspects of science education in schools generally. Respect for life and nature is a dominant idea of his study. It is actually important, considering environmental issues of the Baltic.
The author addresses the science education in school very gradually, starting with methodological – philosophical and pedagogical aspects. Then he analyzes the science education at school at primary, basic, and upper-secondary levels, always emphasizing Lithuanian and Baltic experience. From historical background and empirical observations to hypothesis, from gathering experimental data to analyzing them, from developing viable theory back to reality – such is the way Dr. Lamanauskas completed his study and this monograph. Along with rich hands-on and theoretical content, its state-of-the-art cover design finely evokes relevant physical, chemical, geographical and further – natural speculations of the readers.

The author’s extensive experimental work behind this monograph embraces Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Sweden. All the valuable data obtained through questioning and observation, polling and monitoring, are carefully processed up to factorial analysis and comprehensively presented in tables and diagrams. The author generously quotes a number of international authors: neighbor Estonian and Latvian, also Bulgarian, Belarusian, Finnish, Russian, Swedish, Polish, Ukrainian, etc. However, the book has an obvious Baltic bias. Similarly as the idea of integration within natural sciences (biology, chemistry, geography, etc.) is underlined in the book, one should also anticipate an effective educational and scholar integration within the Baltic States the book by Professor Lamanauskas carries an undoubted potential for.

That is why we consider “Natural Science Education in Contemporary School” by Dr. Vincentas Lamanauskas to be of great usefulness and importance for both pre-service and in-service schoolteachers, university faculty, and education researchers resident in the Baltic States.
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